Capt. Tony’s Winter 2008  Report

Don't be fooled by Mother Nature! Winter time can be another fantastic time to fish the backwater. The species are limited in winter with no Lady fish and Jacks, etc., however, you can make up for it with quality sight casting to redfish or just plain redfishing in general. 

This is the time of year where the Redfish start to bunch up in the cooler waters of North Florida , unlike summer time where you get a lot of singles and doubles, it is not uncommon for a savvy angler to get 10-15 redfish. Also, the shared excitement of seeing a fish in clear water and casting one of my Black TBS bucktails to him and have him eat it as you watch him take it and set the hook! (The TBS Black Bucktail represents a mud crab, one of the Redfish's favorite foods) Call me for a TBS Redfish Kit. Very exciting and probably the most rewarding shallow water style of fishing. The waters off Northeast Jacksonville get very clear when the microorganisms die off and of course less boat traffic, rain and runoff. Now you are left with clean water that in many cases with a bluebird day allows the angler to get some quality sight fishing in. 

If the day does not offer the best sky, you can still get up in some run outs in the tidal creeks on a falling tide and catch your fare share of reds with artificial or bait. Last year, Tom Clement had this beautiful 15 lb Redfish in a foot of water! Also Nat's 16lber ...What great fish!! Another fish that will be in the mix, will be the Black Drum. These hard pulling bandits will be around until March in the backcountry averaging 2-10 lbs By spring you can find the big Blacks at the jetties. 

Also, many anglers don't realize that this can be one of the very best times for Fly Fishing. Flyfishing in clear water like this can take place as late as March. Take advantage of what the time of year offers. 7-9 Wt. Flyrod / floating line and a clouser minnow ..... your in business. Some of my most memorable and greatest moments guiding fly fishers, has happened right here in our own backyard of North Florida and the Jacksonville area. 

There will be a number of trout jigged up with a TBS / DOA soft plastic combos this time of year also. Some days can offer big numbers and it can be a lot of action! Trout bunch up also and when you find one it can be nonstop and a great time to catch higher numbers of trout. Again... Don't let Winter time slow you down or keep you from experiencing great fishing. Most time's it is very pleasant in the mid day during the cooler months of North Florida . Average temp. being in the 60's. Until next report...Get out and fish!
